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fellows,  and so would strengthen the influence of the
public opinion of the group upon each member of it.

These results of group-selection produced by the
mortal conflicts of small societies, and ultimately due to
the strength of the pugnacious instinct, are very clearly
illustrated by the tribes of Borneo. As one travels up
any one of the large rivers, one meets with tribes that
are successively more warlike. In the coast regions are
peaceful communities which never fight, save in self-
defence, and then with but poor success ; while in the
central regions, where the rivers take their rise, are a
number of extremely warlike tribes, whose raids have
been a constant source of terror to the communities
settled in the lower reaches of the rivers. And between
these tribes at the centre and those in the coast regions
are others that serve as a buffer between them, being
decidedly more bellicose than the latter but less so than
the former. It might be supposed that the peaceful
coastwise people would be found to be superior in moral
qualities to their more warlike neighbours ; but the
contrary is the case. In almost all respects the advantage
lies with the warlike tribes. Their houses are better
built, larger, and cleaner; their domestic morality is
superior ; they are physically stronger, are braver, and
physically and mentally more active, and in general are
more trustworthy. But, above all, their social organisation
is firmer and more efficient, because their respect for and
obedience to their chiefs, and their loyalty to their com-
munity, are much greater; each man identifies himself
with the whole community, and accepts and loyally per-
forms the social duties laid upon him. And the moderately
warlike tribes occupying the intermediate regions stand
midway between them and the people of the coast as
regards these moral qualities.1

1 These statements are based not merely on my own observations
during a sojourn of six months among these tribes, but also on the
authority of my friend, Dr. Charles Hose, who for more than twenty
years has exercised a very remarkable influence over many of the
tribes of Sarawak, and has done very much to establish the beneficent
rule of the Rajah, H.H. Sir Charles Brooke, over the wilder tribes of
the outlying districts.